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“ Nothing extenuate, nor set down aught in malice.’’"—Ovthello, 


No.4763. Thursday, March 23, 1837. Price 1d. 
“ The Play’s the thing”—Ask for Thomas’s Observer. 

Mr. Kean’s engagement at the Edinburgh Theatre has been 
attended with the most extraordinary success. This is the third 
visit he has paid to the Northern capital, and the enthusiasm 
with which‘ he is now received nightly is beyond all parallel. 
His engagement continues till the end of the month, when he 
proceeds to Glasgow and the principal Theatres in Scotland. 

A club existed—once existed, the name of which I have for- 
gotten, (having only been admitted as a visitor,) but of which 
Mathews and H. Johnstone were members. At the early part 
of their introduction to the society, a stranger one night demanded 
admittance, he was uninvited, and H. Johnstone left the room 
for,the purpose of kickiog the intruder down stairs. A tremend- 
ous altercation ensued, and presently Harry and the stranger 
burst open the door, and the latter party fought his way into the 
middle of the room ; the company were justly indignant, and the 
more so, when the fellow, in a rich brogue, declared ‘‘ We were 
broth of boys, that he’d never leave us, and that we should all 
live and die together.” ‘The veteran ‘chairman (with ill sup- 
pressed emotion, ) peremptorily desired the gentleman to with- 
draw. ‘Indeed I wont,’ said the Hibernian, ‘ hav’t I come to in- 
joy myself among you, and sure we’ll have a night on’t !’ There 
is a point beyond which patience ceases to be a virtue, so thought 
the president who left his ehair, and seiZed the delinquent by 
the collar, attempted to eject him; long did they struggle, 
loudly did they swear. ‘ You have no right here, and out you 
shall go.’ ‘I won’t ! I won't !—I-ve as mach right ;here as any 
of you,’ and dexterously flinging off his wig and spectacles, 
Charles Mathews stood forth, their lately elected member. This 
assumption was the more extraordinary, as his auditors were all 
actors, or persens connected with the Theatre, and were all 
alike deceived, except H.Johnston, who, of course, was a part- 
ner in the plot.—Records of a Veteran Actor. 

The study and attention bestowed by Sheridan upon all his 
productions, have been verified by his talented biographer, and 
he was, undoubtedly, often indebted to. research for what at 
first might appear the offspring of his mother wit. Nor is it to 
detract from the force and brilliancy of his genius; for it is the 
property of a lively imagination, not only to ambody its proper 
invention, but to give to the suggestions of others that form 
and shape which their feebler powers were unable to effect. 
In that witty and humorous production The Critie, the plan of 
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which has been derived from ‘“ ‘The Rehearsal,” many of the 
details have been furnished him by the earlier French dramatic 
writers; at least the points of similarity are sufficiently forcible 
to warrant the belief that Sheridan took a wide and extensive 
range in gathering materials forthe work. The animadversions 
of Puff, drawn forth by the tameness of the actor’s voice and 
manner, in the invocation of the God Mars, bear close resem- 
blance to the reproof bestowed by Voltaire on Szrrasin, who, 
after the death of the celebrated tragedian Baron, assumed the 
character of Brutus, in the Play of that name, but whose re- 
hearsal of the part greviously disappointed the author. ‘ Reflect, 








Sir,” said Voltaire, ‘‘ that you are Brutus, the firmest of the 


Roman Consuls; and that fyou are not to address the God Mars 
as if you said “ Do good Virgin grant me a hundred franc prize 
in the lottery.’’ 





Fashionable Lounges. 
To the Editor of the Theatrical Observer. 

Daae Ma. Epitor,—Just wish to say a word—beg pardon—but will yoo 
excuse me—I have to mention that I’ve arranged so as to rub shoulders with my 
friends and the fashionable world at one or other of the Grand Lourges about town. 
After witnessing the Adelphi performances, 1 drop intoWhite’s celebrated Cigar 
Depot, 415, Strand, trom which place I address you—fi!l my box with exquisite 
snuff!—choose a real Havannah !—delightful lounge, and choice company— 
advise all my friends to go. 

On Monday, visit The Western Exchange Bazaar, 10, Old Bond Street,—most 
splendid place—completely rebuilt since the late calamitous fire—thronged by 
the élite of society, who all seem eager to patronise and encourage this Emporium 
of fashion, taste,&economy.—Pop in by the:private entrance, 14, BurlingtonArcade. 

First thing after my return on Monday, reload my Palmer's Pociet Toilet ready 
for my Saturday's trip—advise all ,allant friends. to call on mio amico in the 
Italian Opera Arcade, and view his new Toilette for the ladies—grand net with 
prim Aunt Paulina, vows it “her first love and her last !°’ 

Tuesday, attend a large party of fashionables to Mapams Tussavn's inter- 
esting Exhibition, Golden Corinthian Saloon, Baker Street, Portman Square— saw 
the new additions, correct likenesses of Lord Eldon, Oliver Cromwell, the late 
lamented Malibran, the Duchess of Kent, Priness Victoria, Lord Hill, &c. &ce. 

The Exhibition of British Artists, Suffolk Street, Pall Mall, is again open, 
attracting numerous visitors with elegant specimens of native talent.—Many 
chef-d’ euvres of art equal to some of the best ot the Ancient and Modern Mas- 
ters—excellent Portraits and Brilliant Landscapes. —Admission One Shilling. 

Why is Perrina’s splendid Winter stock of Hats, like celebrated pertor- 
mers ?—because they are waterproof iike Reeve—elegant like Vestris—durable 
as Braham—& light as the step of Taglioni ! They are as cheap as the Boxes at 
reduced prices, & as well known as the finest Opera, forPERRING Caps them all, 
#;By the bye, a grand treat on Easter Monday at the Colosseum ; Mr. Sutton 
the celebrated Magician from the New World, gives his unrivalled performances 
in the Masic Art, from 2 till 4.—Admittance 2s, 

Friday, step into Turrill’s, 250 Regent Street, cannot help expressing my ad- 
miration at his beautiful and ec stly articles for Sale, consisting of Dressing 
Cases, Writing Desks, Work Boxes, Jewel Cases, Cutlery, &c. Most splendid 
eollection—equal to the best exhibition inLondon—the inventions truly wondeful. 

Called on friend Evans at his Hotel, Piazza, Covent Garden, to visit his 
splendidCoffee Room, had an excellent coffee-room dinner for 2s. After my refresh- 
ment popt into the Harmonic Meeting held down stairs as usual, so pleased 
stayed there a week, for which I only paid a Guinea for bed & breakfast, by 
the bye an excellent Table d Hote every Wednesday & Saturda® at half-past 5, 

On Saturday, 1 examine Miss Lindwood’s curious Needle-Work, ‘Leicester 
quare—just added other beautiful specimens of her art.—but I intrude, beg 
pardon—Your's &c.—PAUL PRY, : 
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Theatre Royal, Adelphi. 


PASSION WEEK. 
Combined Attraction for 5 Nights. 


This Evening, and during the Week, (Cood Friday Excepted 

















ASTRONOMY. 





Mr JAMES HOWELL 
Respectfully informs the Nobility, his Friends, and 
the the Public generally, that he has just completed 
under the immediate superintendence of that ta- 


lented Artist, Mr H. CHILDE, 


ONE OF THE MOST SPLENDID & EXTENSIVE 


EIDOURANIONS ! 


ever submitted to the Public; and which he will 
have the honor of presenting, for the purpose of 
illustrating « popular Lecture apon the above inter- 
esting science.—Among other great attractions 
will be introduced akepresentation of the A otual 


t of 
Descedt SLLEY’S COMET, 


As witnessed in the Autumn of 1835.! 
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After which, the much admired aud Classical Entertainment entitled —" 


EI 
Gems from the Antique. 
By Mr T. THOMPSON, 
Part I.—The whole selected from Belzoni’s Collection.' 
1 RudeSpecimens of Ancient Art, with theMummy 
or Idol. 
2 A figure bearing the Book of Fate, from an 
Antique Bas Relief. 
8 An Egyptian Prophet administering an Oath to 


the people. 

4 An Egyptian Warrior Launching his Arrows at 
the Enemy. 

Part Il.—The Stone Statues of the Grecian & Italian Schools 

I Hercules struggling with the Nemean Lion, in 
Six wel! known attitudes. 

2 Achilles throwing the Discus or Quoit. 

3 Cincinnatus, the Roman, fastening his Sandals, 

4 The Slave, Emouleur, (the Grinder,) sharpening 
his Knife while overhearing the conspirators. 
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5 The Fighting Gladiator, in three beautiful Posi- 
tions. 

6 The African alarmed at the Thunder. 

7 Ajax defying the Lightning. 

S Romulus, from David’s Picture of the Sabines. 

9 Remus’s defence from the same. 

10 Hercules and Lichas, Hercules clothing himself 
in the Fatal Vest which Dejanira had sent him 
‘by the youthful Lachas, He seizes the unfor- 
nate boy by the sole of the foot, and hurls him 
into the Sea. 

11 Horatius shielding his prostrate Brother from the 
upifted Weapon of the opposing Curiatii, the 
eldest of whom is afterwards pourtrayed in the 
act of aiming a deadly thrust at his adversary. 


The whole to conclude eith, 
12 The Dying Gladiator. 
To conclude with, Mr H. Childe’s New Series of 
s « ® ] 

Dissolving Views ! 

Moonlight Scene—Ship at Anchor—Moorish Bat- 
tlements—Perspective Grove—Italian Abbey—. 
Moonlight—St. Paul’s Church, Bankside, with the 
effects of a Rainbow—Roslyn Castle—Interior of 
St. Peter’s Rome— Dungeons of Chilon—Entrance 
to Ivara—Tomb of Abelard and Heloise—Grove 
Scene—Abbotsford—Seat of Sir Walter Scott— 
Dnmbarton Castle —P lace of Interment—Thames 
Tunnel— Romantic view nearGeneva—Napoleon’s 
Tomb—Water Mill, (Summer) Ditto, (Winter) 
Cupid and the Feather, or Love is the Lightest— 
Passion Flower— Beautiful Allegory ofthe Magic 
Rose, or the Birth of Cupid—Hearts of Oak, or, 
the Birth of a British Tar—Lord Nelson crowned 
byFame—ThePolar Regions with Captain Ross— 
View of “ The Victory,” in 1830, Lat. 70 North, 
Long: 92 West—Esquimaux Village, and won- 
derful effects of the Aurora Borealis—The novel 
and interesting features will be revived and 
diversified by a variety of grotesque and splen- 
did diminishing and increasing figures, constitut- 
ing a degree of grandeur and interest never be- 
fore combined, 
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